19-2.        TO THE PRINCES AND THEIR PEOPLE

scs his capacity to serve the cause he has espoused a thou-
sand-fold.

T have asked you always to rely upon your own
inner strength, instead of banking upon outside help.
But T now "want you to go a step further. You must
now cease to look for guidance from without. Satyagraha
should become to you an independent inspiration. It
should be intolerable for you and me both that you should
depend in every little thing on my advice. You must
make a firm resolve that you will now arrive at a settle-
ment according to your own inner light and conviction,
and that, too, "with Durbar Viravala, not 'without him.
Yon may drop abimsa if yon find that it does not suit you
or is likely to make cowards of you. But if you decide
to follow the path of ahimsa., then, you should know that
it will be an empty name unless it aims at the conversion
of the heart of the opponent.

Let me offer you a few concrete suggestions Jn this
connection. If you accept the approach that I have indi-
cated, I would like all the seven of you, whom the Sardar
has nommatcd, to go to Durbar Viravala and tell him
that you have decided to relieve me of all responsibility
jn connection with Rajkot, that you "would like likewise
to relieve the Paramount Power, too, of its tcsponsibiUty
in this behalf and rely instead entirely on your capacity to
induce him to implement the Notification of December
26tli. Ask him to tell you as to what you should do to
"win his heart. Hold yourself in readiness to drain to the
last the bitter cup of personal indignities and humilia-
tions. It was only when I had learnt to reduce myself
to a isem, that I was able to evolve the power of satyagraha
in South Africa.

Ahimsa must express itself through acts of selfless
service of the masses. I cannot think of a bcttet symbol
of or medium for its expression than the spinning-wheel-

Ahimsa is a science. The wotd failure" has no place
in the vocabulary of science. Failure to obtain the ex-
pected tesult is often the precursor to furthct discoveries.
It is in that spirit that you should approach and pursue
your present mission-